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Introduction & Opening Remarks 

• Stephanie Crilly (EDCO Representative)  

o Welcomed attendees and acknowledged participation. 

o Highlighted the ongoing trade challenges due to tariffs and economic uncertainties. 

o Noted the establishment of a Trade and Tariff Resource Page. 

o Aimed to create a collaborative space for sharing best practices and discussing 
trade and tariff challenges. 

o Welcomed and thanked today’s moderator, Clare Barnett from City of Toronto 

 

Key Discussion Points 

Current Trade & Tariff Landscape 

• Tariffs continue to create economic challenges for Ontario and Canada. 

• Key affected sectors: Manufacturing, Agriculture, Retail. 

• Governments at both provincial and federal levels are working on mitigation strategies. 

• Businesses need to adapt to the evolving landscape and explore new markets. 

Support for Local Initiatives 

• Strathroy-Caradoc launched the "Local First" campaign – backed by local government 
and business groups. www.localfirstmovement.ca 

• OBIAA - Shop Main Street Canada (Ontario Business Improvement Area Association) 
launched a national campaign to encourage local shopping. OBIAA Toolkit. The campaign is 
gaining traction across cities like St. Catharines, emphasizing the importance of supporting 
small businesses. 

Interprovincial Trade & Economic Diversification 

• Interest in reducing trade barriers between provinces to facilitate economic growth. 

• Need for expediting interprovincial trade, particularly for alcohol products. 

• Discussion on reducing HST on Canadian-manufactured products to encourage 
domestic purchasing. 

• Federal and provincial governments working to align trade regulations and improve supply 
chain efficiency. 

http://www.localfirstmovement.ca/
https://obiaa.com/updates-announcements/obiaa-shop-main-street-canada-toolkit/


Municipal Initiatives & Business Support 

• City of Toronto’s Tariff Response Plan: 

o Launched an economic action team to tackle tariff-related challenges. 

o Deferred tax payments for industrial businesses most affected by tariffs. 

o Procurement policy shift – prioritizing Canadian-made products. 

o Support Local Campaign launched, with a rally at Nathan Phillips Square. 

• Ontario Economic Development Efforts: 

o Encouraging market diversification and reducing dependency on U.S. trade. 

o Investment in skills training and upskilling programs for the workforce. 

o Exploring new trade agreements within Canada to improve domestic supply chains. 

• Business Sentiment & Needs: 

Based on City of Toronto survey feedback: 

o 39% of businesses export to the U.S., while 56% rely on U.S. imports. 

o 35% foresee job cuts due to tariff impacts. 

o 37% are shifting to local suppliers. 

o High demand for tax relief, funding opportunities, and government advocacy. 

Supply Chain Resilience & Resources 

• CIFAL York Speaker Series (April 10, 2025) 

o Focused on sector-specific impacts of U.S. tariffs. 

o Microcredit certificate program available for attendees. 

o Link to register: CIFAL York Supply Chain Series 

• EDC’s $5 Billion Trade Impact Fund: 

o Explained in the Tariff Impact Podcast. Listen here. 

• Ontario Made Directory: 

o A free resource for businesses to find local suppliers. Ontario Made 

• Made Here in Huron East Video Series: 

o Showcases locally produced goods. Watch here. 

 

Future Considerations & Next Steps 

https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/canadian-supply-chain
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/yorklink_yorkregion-advancedmanufacting-ontario-ugcPost-7307748781175840768-mzyL?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAkffgkBkfbG3MRv91DGxbolDAWn78Esjy8
https://supportontariomade.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLur9HVtOZnhRa5oYQkQJUxWUOaWQBYjD2


• Interprovincial Trade Development:  

o Commitment from the federal government to reduce barriers. 

o Focus on direct-to-consumer alcohol sales and labour mobility. 

• Municipal Collaboration:  

o Towns and cities encouraged to share best practices. 

o Continued engagement with Trade Commissioners to explore new markets. 

• Upcoming Events:  

o April 10, 2025: CIFAL York session on the automotive sector & supply chain 
resilience. 

o Ongoing surveys and data collection to understand business needs. 

o Promotion of shop local and buy Canadian initiatives. 

 

Conclusion 

• EDCO remains committed to supporting Ontario’s communities and businesses through 
advocacy, resources, and knowledge-sharing. 

• The next Trade and Tariff Roundtable sessions are scheduled biweekly in April. 

• Participants are encouraged to stay engaged, share feedback, and explore available 
resources. 

For further details, visit the EDCO Trade and Tariff Resource Page or contact EDCO 
representatives:  

Laura DeMille laura.demille@edco.on.ca  

Stephanie Crilly stephanie.crilly@edco.on.ca  
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