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Introduction 

The EDCO Roundtable Discussion focused on key challenges and opportunities in economic 
development, particularly around trade, tariffs, and business support programs. The session 
brought together experts, industry leaders, and economic development professionals to discuss 
strategies for business retention and expansion, market diversification, and policy changes 
affecting trade and manufacturing. 

 

Key Discussion Points 

1. Trade and Tariffs Impact on Canadian Businesses 

• CIFAL York (York University/UNITAR) is launching a speaker series on the impact of U.S. 
tariffs on Canadian supply chains. The first session, "Eye of the Storm: U.S. Tariffs on the 
Automotive & Manufacturing Sector," will take place on April 10. 

• Process for requesting remission of tariffs that apply on certain goods from the U.S. was 
discussed as an important resource for businesses. 

• Importance of gathering local data through BR&E visitations, calls, and surveys to assess 
trade barriers. 

2. Business Support and Market Diversification 

• CanExport SME and AMIC programs were highlighted as valuable resources for businesses 
looking to expand into international markets. 

• An upcoming webinar on April 17 with Global Affairs Canada and MEDJCT aims to raise 
awareness of these programs. 

• Attendees discussed potential opportunities within these programs to help local 
businesses explore new markets and mitigate risks related to tariffs. 

3. Economic Development Training & Resources 

• BR+E Training Sessions: Beginning April 30, these sessions will help economic 
development professionals engage with local businesses. ON Regional Economic 
Development 

https://www.ontario.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/


• Introduction to Analyst (April 15 Webinar): Provides economic insights, including regional 
employment trends, business counts by industry, and commuting patterns. 2025 Analyst 
Overview 

• The Ministry of Rural Affairs is offering municipalities free access to economic data to 
support informed decision-making. 

4. Industry Collaboration & Innovation 

• CME B2B Connections Portal: A new platform designed for businesses to source locally 
and strengthen manufacturing relationships. B2B Connections 

• Discussions about the feasibility of a Canadian automotive car brand. 

• Collaboration between different levels of government and private industry to innovate and 
adapt to global trade challenges. 

5. Well-being & Professional Development 

• April Meditation Challenge was shared as a resource for improving mental health and 
productivity among economic development professionals. 

 

Key Takeaways 

1. Trade Policies & Tariffs: Businesses must stay informed about trade policies and leverage 
available resources to mitigate tariff impacts. 

2. Export Support Programs: CanExport SME and AMIC programs are underutilized, and 
increased awareness is necessary. 

3. Training & Data Access: Upcoming training sessions and economic data resources can 
enhance strategic planning for economic developers. 

4. Collaboration: Stronger partnerships between businesses, government, and economic 
development professionals are crucial for innovation and market expansion. 

5. Mental Well-being: Prioritizing mental health and well-being initiatives can lead to 
increased productivity and better decision-making. 

 

Resources & Links 

• CME B2B Connections Portal: B2B Connections 

• CIFAL York Speaker Series Registration: Localizing the Canadian Supply Chain 

• Tariff Remission Process: Canada.ca Tariff Remission 

• CanExport SME & AMIC Programs: Contact Ben Shantz (ben.shantz@ontario.ca) for 
details. 

https://omafra.my.site.com/survey/ArdiraSurvey/SurveyResponse.app?recordId=a1GMm000003WlA9&logicalId=e6f1336d-ded5-cad7-ef40-044341152224
https://omafra.my.site.com/survey/ArdiraSurvey/SurveyResponse.app?recordId=a1GMm000003WlA9&logicalId=e6f1336d-ded5-cad7-ef40-044341152224
https://b2b.cme-mec.ca/
https://www.cme-mec.ca/
https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/canadian-supply-chain/


• BR+E Training Sessions: ON Regional Economic Development 

• Introduction to Analyst Webinar (April 15): Registration link TBD 

• International Markets & Innovation Webinar (April 17): Register here 

• April Meditation Challenge: Join Here 

 

Conclusion 

The EDCO Roundtable provided valuable insights into economic development trends, policy 
impacts, and business support strategies. By leveraging shared resources and continuing 
collaboration, economic development professionals can drive growth, innovation, and resilience in 
their communities. 

For more Resources and Help Documents related to Trade and Tariffs, please visit EDCO’s Trade 
and Tariff Resource page at https://edco.on.ca/engage-with-us/trade-and-tariffs/tariffs-trade-
resources/. If you have a Trade and Tariff Resource that you would like included, please email Laura 
DeMille at laura.demille@edco.on.ca  

https://www.ontario.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reach-new-international-markets-innovate-your-business-for-success-tickets-1306877729469
https://www.thechallenge.org/meditation-challenge
https://edco.on.ca/engage-with-us/trade-and-tariffs/tariffs-trade-resources/
https://edco.on.ca/engage-with-us/trade-and-tariffs/tariffs-trade-resources/
mailto:laura.demille@edco.on.ca

