EDCO Trade and Tariff Roundtable Discussion White Paper

Date: April 17, 2025

Time: 10:00 AM

EDCO Staff: Stephanie Crilly, Laura DeMille

Moderator: Brock Dickinson

Guest Speaker: Matthew Olsen, MEDJCT

Key Discussion Points

Trade and Tariff Challenges

Concerns over U.S. health care budget cuts, potentially leading to unemployment in the
health sector. (CBC News)

Tariff impacts on businesses and the need for advisory programs like Nova Scotia’s Tariff
and Customs Advisory Program. (Invest Nova Scotia)

Interprovincial trade barriers, including alcohol and labor mobility, highlighted in Ontario’s
efforts to loosen internal trade restrictions. (Financial Post)

Infrastructure and Industrial Land Development

Challenges faced by municipalities in funding service infrastructure for industrial lands.

Suggestions for expert assistance to make municipal land more serviceable and resilient
to climate change. (Climate Ready Canada)

Alternative servicing solutions for municipal water and wastewater needs. (Newterra)

Support Programs and Initiatives

Launch of the Ontario Together Trade Fund ($50 million) to support businesses in
enhancing resilience, building local supply chains, and expanding market reach. (Ontario
Government

Opportunities to attract American scientists to Canada by increasing research funding
and addressing infrastructure costs. (CBC News)

Regulatory Harmonization

Importance of harmonizing trucking and health & safety inspections across provinces to
facilitate the free flow of goods.

Key Takeaways

Collaboration and shared insights are crucial for addressing trade and tariff challenges.


https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/us-scientists-canada-1.7502527
https://investnovascotia.ca/incentives-programs-services/tariff-and-customs-advisory-program
https://financialpost.com/news/ontario-loosen-internal-trade-remove-barriers-alcohol-labour-mobility
https://climatereadycanada.ca/
https://newterra.com/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-together-trade-fund
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-together-trade-fund
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/us-scientists-canada-1.7502527

¢ Ontario’s initiatives, such as the Ontario Together Trade Fund, are pivotal in strengthening
trade security and diversification.

e Municipalities require financial and expert support to develop industrial lands and adapt
to climate change.

¢ Harmonizing regulations can significantly reduce trade barriers within Canada.
Resources and Links

e Ontario Together Trade Fund — Support for Ontario companies impacted by trade
disruptions.

e Tariffand Customs Advisory Program — Guidance for businesses facing tariffs.

e Climate Ready Canada - Expert assistance for municipal land servicing and climate
resilience.

e Newterra—Water and wastewater treatment solutions for industrial needs.
¢ CBC News - Insights on attracting American scientists to Canada.
e Financial Post — Ontario’s efforts to loosen internal trade barriers.

e YouTube Overview: Auto Parts & Customs — Auto parts and customs discussion.

Other Important Information

¢ Theroundtable emphasized the need for collaboration among stakeholders to effectively
address trade and tariff issues.

e Participants expressed appreciation for the session’s insights and initiatives, highlighting
the importance of continued dialogue and cooperation.


https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-together-trade-fund
https://investnovascotia.ca/incentives-programs-services/tariff-and-customs-advisory-program
https://climatereadycanada.ca/
https://newterra.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/us-scientists-canada-1.7502527
https://financialpost.com/news/ontario-loosen-internal-trade-remove-barriers-alcohol-labour-mobility
https://youtu.be/rxX-wl1R_sY?si=W_juxevG52GfWj0G

