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Key Discussion Points 

 

Foreign Direct Investment and Trade Exposure 

• Canada has maintained a strong FDI inflow, but increasing geopolitical uncertainty may 
impact investment trends. 

• Ontario is highly dependent on U.S. multinational enterprises, creating a vulnerability to 
shifting trade policies. 

Supply Chain and Trade Disruptions 

• Increased reliance on domestic supply chains is critical as international trade volatility 
continues. 

• The need for a national supplier database to connect Canadian businesses and facilitate 
trade within the country. 

• Interest in shared logistics solutions to reduce transportation costs and improve 
distribution efficiency. 

Tariffs and Policy Adjustments 

• Rapid policy shifts have left businesses uncertain about future trade regulations. 

• Canada’s exports to the Netherlands, South Korea, and the UK have increased, signaling 
shifts in trade relationships. 

• Ongoing efforts to eliminate interprovincial trade barriers to strengthen domestic markets. 

Economic Development Strategies 

• Business outreach through direct engagement and in-person visits is vital for assessing 
industry needs. 

• Strengthening “Made in Canada” initiatives and promoting local procurement campaigns. 

• Encouraging businesses to adopt AI and digital tools to enhance operational efficiency and 
productivity. 



Workforce Development and Immigration 

• Opportunities to attract skilled STEM professionals from the U.S. due to restrictive 
immigration policies there. 

• Advocacy for streamlined immigration processes to enable high-skilled labor mobility. 

• Strategic storytelling and public education efforts to highlight the benefits of skilled 
immigration to local economies. 

Indigenous and Environmental Considerations 

• Concerns over fast-tracking economic projects and the need for meaningful Indigenous 
consultation. 

• Discussion on the implications of Bill 5 and its potential impact on environmental and 
Indigenous land rights. 

 

Key Takeaways 

• Strengthening domestic supply chain networks will help mitigate international trade 
uncertainties. 

• Direct business engagement is essential for understanding and addressing industry 
challenges. 

• Leveraging AI and digital technologies can improve productivity and resilience. 

• Interprovincial trade collaboration is a key factor in enhancing market stability. 

• Strategic workforce attraction can bring in highly skilled professionals affected by U.S. 
policy shifts. 

• Effective communication is necessary to educate the public on economic policies and 
immigration. 

 

Resources and References 

Tariff and Trade Information 

• Canada’s Business Registries (searchable business database): https://ised-
isde.canada.ca/cbr-rec/en/search 

• BDC’s Free Expert Advisory Services (2-4 hours per request): BDC Request for Advisory 
Services 

• Global Affairs Canada (trade and export information): 
https://www.international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/index.aspx 

• Financial Times Dashboard (global trade analytics) 

https://ised-isde.canada.ca/cbr-rec/en/search
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/cbr-rec/en/search
https://www.bdc.ca/en/advisory-services
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Supply Chain and Economic Development Resources 

• Schulich School of Business Research Hub: https://schulich.yorku.ca/faculty-
research/george-weston/ 

• CIFAL York University: Canadian Supply Chain Resilience Initiative: 
https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/canadian-supply-chain/ 

Workforce Development and Immigration 

• Economic Reconciliation and Indigenous Trade Considerations 

• Immigration Policy Impacts on Business Growth: https://www.terracestandard.com/local-
news/northwest-bc-businesses-on-brink-of-collapse-as-immigration-rules-devastate-
foreign-worker-supply-7906029 

 

Executive Summary 

The EDCO Trade and Tariff Roundtable, held on May 15, 2025, brought together economic 
development professionals and industry experts to assess Ontario’s evolving trade landscape amid 
shifting tariffs and economic policies. Discussions centered on key challenges, including foreign 
direct investment trends, supply chain resilience, workforce development, and strategic 
communication. Participants explored solutions such as enhancing domestic trade networks, 
advocating for policy changes, and implementing proactive outreach strategies to support 
businesses. 

These findings serve as a resource for economic development professionals to navigate current 
trade challenges, implement proactive strategies, and advocate for meaningful policy adjustments. 
Continued collaboration will be instrumental in ensuring a stable and resilient economic future for 
Ontario. 
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