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Firms that invest and operate abroad, i.e., multinational enterprises (MNEs), are one of the key 

vehicles by which businesses can access world markets. MNEs can be small or large, in the good-

producing or service sector.  

 

Foreign MNEs contribute significantly to the Canadian economy. Compared to domestic firms1, data 

show that foreign MNEs: 

 

 

 

 

In 2023, there were nearly 20,000 foreign MNEs, which represent 0.7% of enterprises in the 

Canadian corporate sector2. As a percentage, foreign MNEs through their activities and operations 

in Canada:  

 

 

- Over 19% of Canadian employees* 
- Over 38% of Canadians working in R&D 

 
 

 

- Over 43% of R&D spending 

- Nearly 17% of assets  

- Nearly 25% of the investment in non-residential construction, machinery and 

equipment, and intellectual property* 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 36-10-0356-01, Activities of multinational enterprises in Canada, Canadian and foreign multinationals, as a share of 

the Canadian economy, December 2025  

*   Exceptionally, 2024 data are available for these variables. 

Note: For activities of Canadian MNEs, please check the document titled “Contribution of Canadian MNEs to Canada’s economy” which is also 

available on the wiki. 

 
1 Domestic firms are Canadian companies operating in Canada only. 
2 Private firms include Canadian MNEs, foreign MNEs and non-MNEs. Figures in this document represent 2023 data, unless otherwise specified. 
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