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Economic Developers Council of Ontario (EDCO)

EDCO is an independent, non-profit association of professionals engaged in economic development. Established in
1957, EDCO has over 1,200 members and is Canada’s largest provincial economic development organization providing
networking opportunities, professional development resources, and advocacy for economic developers across the province.

Our Vision Our Mission

To enhance and develop EDCO will provide leadership to enhance the professional development
an economically viable and of its members, advance economic development as a profession and
environmentally responsible Ontario. support our municipalities in fostering economic prosperity in the

province of Ontario.

About Our Members

EDCO members are responsible for most economic development decisions within the province.

Members by Organization
Municipality, Region & Municipal

Development COUNCIIS ..o 55%
GOVEIMMENT ..o
ASSOCIATION oo 15%
Educational INStEUTION ..o 1%
Emerging Professional, Retired, Individual ............. 19%
Private COrporation ... 7%
Represent Ontario communities
by population
0 = TOK e 30%
TOK =50K oo
50K = 250K oo 24%
250K e 7%




About the Annual EDCO Conference and Showcase

The conference takes place at the Westin Harbour Castle Hotel in downtown
Toronto, providing excellent space for attendees, sponsors and exhibitors.

The annual EDCO Conference and Showcase is the most relevant and densely
packed educational and networking opportunity available to economic
development practitioners in Ontario. Those who attend benefit from spending
time and building relationships with Ontario’s economic development
community leadership, decision makers and professionals.

Delegates attend to:

« Network with Ontario’s economic development community

« Expand their industry knowledge

- Learn about game-changing trends

- Share new ways to improve productivity and competitiveness
- Enhance the practice of economic development

Over two days, the conference offers:

- Excellent and unique networking sessions

- A Showcase highlighting economic development products and services
- Informative keynote addresses

- Targeted breakout sessions and other learning opportunities
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About the Partnership and Exhibit Program

Our partnership program provides a unique opportunity for organizations to spend time with
Ontario’'s Economic Development community and develop meaningful relationships with
leading economic developers and influencers.

Over 400 delegates attend the Annual EDCO Conference and Showcase each year. Attendees tell
us they come to the conference to network, learn, and meet suppliers. All attendees report they
visit the Showcase to meet with exhibitors and partners.

Partner with EDCO at the Annual EDCO Conference and Showcasese

Network with economic development, leaders, decision makers and professionals
Strengthen relationships within the economic development community
Increase brand awareness and loyalty

Showcase your products and services

We continue to update the partnership program to offer opportunities to support companies
and organizations to achieve their goals. We hope you'll find what you're looking for. If you
don't see what you need, let us know, we're happy to collaborate and consider new ideas that
work for you.

Don’t miss the opportunity to
be part of EDCO 2026!

Join us as a sponsor partner or exhibitor.

To become a Partner or Exhibitor contact:
Caroline Aston, Event Manager

w4 | caroline@astonevents.com
Q | 416 524-1561




Partnership and Exhibitor Program At-a-Glance

i Sponsorship Registations Additional Remarks/ . Sponsor Social | Conference
Opportunities (Inc, President's . . Booth | Onscreen | Signage , Newsletter ) ;
Fee Dinner unless )" Dinner Guests | IntroSession Email Media Website
LEADING
Title Sponsor 1 $20,000 4 4 v v v v v v v v
Presenting Sponsor 4 §15,000 4 4 v 4 4 v v v v 4
ENGAGING
President's Dinner 1 $10,000 2 4 v v v v v v v
Opening Reception 1 $10,000 2 4 v 4 v v v v v
Tuesday Evening Reception 1 $10,000 1 2 v v v v v v v
Lunch 2 $6,500 1 v v v v v v
Breakfast Sponsor 2 §5,000 1 v v v v v v
LEARNING
Conference Opening 1 $10,000 1 1 v v v v v v v
Keynote
Featured Speaker 2 §8,000 1 1 v v v v v v
Presentation
Meet the Experts Plenary 1 $6,000 1 4 v v v
Session
Fireside Chat Plenary 1 §6,000 1 v 4 v v
Session
Concurrent Session 9 §5,000 1 v v v v
Pre-Conference Workshop 1 §4,500 1 Pre-Conference v v v v v
Knowledge Pod 6 §4,000 1 v 4 v v v
Presentation
COLLABORATING
Lanyard 1 §8,000 1 1 v
Conference Snack Tote 1 $8,000 1 1 4 v v v
Headshot Photography 1 §5,000 1 v v v v
Service
Wi-Fi 1 §5,000 1 v v v v
Photo Booth at 1 §5,000 1 v v v v
President's Dinner
Plenary Room Table Topper 1 §4,500 1% v v v
(onference Giveaway 1 §2,500 v v v
Exhibitor Passport 1 §2,000 4 v v
SHOWCASE EXHIBITOR
10" wide x 10" deep §3,000 2 v v v v v
Booth - Member Rate
10'wide x 10" deep §3,500 ¥ v v v v v
Booth - Non Member Rate

Not a member yet? Sign up with your booth and receive the member pricing based on corporate membership fees.

Important Registration Notes:

*Sponsors receive the number of conference registrations as noted ahove.

* Tickets to the President’s Dinner are included where noted above unless marked with*.

*Exhibitors receive two registrations to the conference including the Monday evening opening reception. Tickets to the President’s Dinner are additional.

* The Pre-Conference sponsor receives one registration to the Pre-Conference session. Registration for the EDCO Conference and/or President’s Dinner is additional.
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Exhibitor Opportunities

Join us as an exhibitor at the Conference Showcase, and bring your
products, services, and knowledge directly to conference attendees.

The Showcase is designed to bring attendees and exhibitors together and is set in the heart of the conference
where attendees gather daily for breakfast, breaks, lunch and the Tuesday Evening Networking Reception.

The Showcase is a key opportunity to make important connections with Ontario’s economic development
community leadership, decision makers and professionals.

Each exhibit package includes:

» 10'x 10"booth with pipe and drape, table and two chairs, and complimentary conference Wi-Fi.

» Two registrations enabling exhibitors to attend sessions and conference social activities for further
networking and relationship building. (Tickets to the President’s Award Dinner are additional).

» Option for additional conference registrations at a discounted rate.

» Access to conference group rate at the conference hotel for discounted accommodation, and the
EDCO group travel rate discount code.

With the move to the Westin Harbour Castle and increased space all booths are now 10"wide and 10’ deep.

Showcase Exhibit Booths

Size Member Rate Non-Member Rate

10'x 10’ Deep Booth $3,000 $3,500

Not a member? Sign up for an EDCO Corporate Membership with your exhibit package
and receive the member booth pricing. Your membership will be valued through to

December 31, 2026.

Don’t miss the opportunity to be part of EDCO 2026!
Join us as a sponsor partner or exhibitor.




Partnership Program Opportunities

All partnership opportunities have been designed to help organizations showcase their
company. See the grid on page 5 for more details and to compare the benefits to help you

select what'’s best for your organization.

LEADING

Title Sponsor - $20,000 (Exclusive)

This exclusive opportunity provides top sponsor recognition as the
only title sponsor at the conference that attendees consistently rate as
the most relevant educational and networking opportunity available.
Showcase your organization as a leader committed to supporting the
economic development community. This opportunity includes a 10’
wide x 10'deep exhibit booth in the heart of the conference and the
opportunity for your sponsor message (3-min) during the conference.
Title sponsor benefits include a direct email with your message sent by
EDCO to their members.

Presenting Sponsor - $15,000 (4 available)

As one of EDCO's presenting sponsors, demonstrate your organization
as a leader in economic development and enjoy high-level recognition
at the conference that attendees consistently rate as excellent. This
opportunity includes a 10'wide x 10'deep exhibit booth in the heart of
the conference and the opportunity for your sponsor message (3-min)
during the conference from the main stage. Benefits also include a
direct email with your message sent by EDCO to their members.

ENGAGING

President’s Dinner - $10,000 Exclusive

Closing the conference, the President’s Dinner & Awards is a must
attend highlight of the conference. Demonstrate your organization's
support for the importance of rewarding and celebrating economic
development successes and industry innovation. During the dinner,
take the opportunity to share your sponsor message (3-min) from
the stage and host a table of your selected dinner guests. This
opportunity includes a direct email with your message sent by
EDCO to their members.

Opening Reception - $10,000 Exclusive

As the sponsor of the opening reception on Monday evening at NBA
Courtside Restaurant, your organization will be recognized for their
support in bringing attendees together to reconnect and network —
you'll be sure to be remembered. Take advantage of the opportunity to
have your team welcome guests as they arrive, provide brief welcome
remarks (3-min) during the reception and then spend the evening
engaging with industry professionals, EDCO Board and Committee
members. Your logo will be placed on event signage.

Tuesday Evening Reception - $10,000 Exclusive

Sponsor the Tuesday evening networking reception hosted in the
heart of the conference and exhibits area, that brings attendees
together at the end of the day. EDCO attendees love to network
while socializing. Sponsor the event that supports building a strong
economic development community as attendees gather, share and
socialize. Share your sponsor message (3-min) from the main stage
before everyone heads to the reception. Your logo will be placed
on event signage.

Lunch - $6,500 (2 available)

Lunch is a time for delegates to network, enjoy a meal, and share ideas
together. You'll have the opportunity to keep your organization in the
minds of industry professionals as they enjoy good food and share
learnings from the day’s sessions. Share your sponsor message (3-min)
from the stage prior to the start of lunch. Additionally, your logo will be
placed on event signage through-out the lunch areas.

Breakfast - $5,000 (2 available)

Breakfast brings attendees together as they start each conference day.
It is a time for them to network and share ideas. Keep your organization
in the minds of industry professionals as they enjoy a hearty breakfast
to power their day. Share your sponsor message (3-min) from the main
stage during opening remarks. Additionally, your logo will be placed on
event signage throughout the breakfast areas.

LEARNING

Conference Opening Keynote - $10,000 (Exclusive)

Kick-off the conference and align your organization with innovation,
inspiration and excellence as the sponsor of the conference opening
keynote. Join the proceedings on stage and share your sponsor
message (3-min), then introduce the keynote that opens the conference
and has the attention of all attendees. Be remembered as the sponsor
that supported the opening keynote and their relevant message.

Featured Speaker - $8,000 (2 Only)

Featured speakers are key plenary presentations within the conference
program from highly respected industry experts and thought leaders. As
a sponsor, support one of these featured presentations and showcase
your organizations commitment to economic development. Share your
sponsor message (3-min) and introduce the speaker you are sponsoring.



Meet the Experts - $6,000 (Exclusive)

Sponsor this unique plenary session where all attendees come
together to learn from experts in a’'marketplace’style session. See
attendees and partners share and learn via a fast-paced exchange
of information, experience, and knowledge. Share a short sponsor
message (2-min) before introducing the session.

Fireside Chat - $6,000 (Exclusive)

The fireside chat is one of the conference’s most popular sessions as
it brings together elected officials for an informal and off-the-record
discussion of current affairs and economic development influences.
Attendees appreciate and value hearing insights and updates directly
from elected officials. Share a short sponsor message (2-min) before
introducing the session.

Concurrent Session - $5,000

Concurrent sessions are designed to share specific skills and
knowledge about economic development issues. As a sponsor enjoy
the opportunity to introduce the concurrent session and share a
short sponsor message (2-min) at the start of the session. Choose

a session that aligns with your product or services to help promote
your organization as a leader within the subject area. (Please note,
concurrent sessions are developed by the conference program
committee, these are not sponsor’s own sessions.)

Pre-Conference Workshop - $4,500 (Exclusive)

The pre-conference workshop is hosted the day prior to the
conference. Attendees can register to attend the conference and the
pre-conference workshop or just the pre-conference workshop. As

a sponsor for this session you will be named as the sponsor and can
introduce the session speakers, and network with pre-conference
workshop attendees.

Knowledge Pod Presenter - $4,000 (Limited)

Building on the success of Knowledge Pod presentations in 2025,
we will again be providing an opportunity for sponsors who want
to deliver their own 20-minute session. These sessions are informal
information-sharing open to all attendees and will take place on the
main conference floor during refreshment breaks.

COLLABORATING

Lanyard Sponsorship - $8,000 (Exclusive)

The conference lanyard is the ultimate in sponsor branding. Your
organization’s logo is front and centre on the conference lanyard
worn by every attendee throughout the conference. It's the most
visible opportunity providing the strongest onsite presence for your
organization. Lanyards are produced by EDCO.

Conference Snack Pack Tote - $8,000 (Exclusive)

New for 2026, the conference snack pack is a branded tote bag
including goodies from various communities for attendees to

enjoy. The tote bag is branded with your logo and handed out to all
attendees at the end of the welcome reception on Monday evening.
Have your team help hand out the tote and make extra connections
with attendees. Your logo will be placed on WiFi signage.

Headshot Photography Service - $5,000 (Exclusive)

Popular with attendees every year, sponsor this unique opportunity
and enable our conference attendees to get a new professional
headshot while attending the conference. This headshot service

is provided by a professional photography service and organized
by EDCO. Pre and onsite communications will promote the service
including recognizing your company as the sponsor.

Wi-Fi - $5,000 (Exclusive)

As the WiFi sponsor, your company name will be part of the WiFi
login process for all delegates attending the conference in-person.
Your organization will be well recognized and allow online activities
and engagement for all attendee at the conference. Your logo will be
placed on Wi-Fi signage.

Photo Booth at President’s Dinner - $5,000 (Exclusive)

Delegates and their friends love the opportunity to drop by the
automatic photo booth and pose for photos and use the fun props
available. Everyone loves the keepsake pictures they get and take back
to their office. Pictures print with a border that includes your logo and
recognition as the sponsor.

Plenary Room Table Topper (Exclusive) $4,500

The table topper is a key promotional opportunity for any organization.
Table toppers are 6"tall x 4" wide tent cards and placed on every table
in the conference plenary room with one side dedicated to your
message and the other side with an EDCO message. Use your space to
share key information with attendees using graphics, copy, URLs and
QR codes. Just provide your artwork, EDCO takes care of printing.

Conference Giveaway - $2,500 (Exclusive)

Sponsor the branded conference giveaway provided to all attendees
as they pick up the name badge. The giveaway must be a sustainable,
reusable item, no flyers or paper handouts. Production costs and
delivery are the responsibility of the sponsor.

Exhibitor Passport - $2,000 (Exclusive)

Sponsor the ever-popular Exhibitor Passport. Your logo will be placed
on the passports that attendees keep on hand during the conference
as they work their way through the exhibits and compete for prizes at
the end of the conference. Join us on stage to help call the exhibitor
passport prize at the end of the conference.

Sponsorships and/or exhibits cancelled on or before December 31%, 2025,

CANCELLATION :

may be refunded at fifty percent (50%) of the total value of the fee. Sponsorships

and/or exhibits cancelled after December 315* 2025, are non-refundable.
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To become a Partner or Exhibitor contact:
Caroline Aston, Event Manager

& | caroline@astonevents.com
Q | 416 524-1561



