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Introduction 

The Economic Developers Council of Ontario (EDCO) convened a virtual roundtable discussion on 
March 7, 2025, to address the ongoing impacts of tariffs and trade policy shifts on Ontario’s 
economy. The meeting facilitated dialogue among economic development professionals, business 
leaders, and government representatives to explore challenges, identify resources, and strategize 
collective actions to mitigate disruptions caused by tariff fluctuations. 

Key Discussion Points 

1. The Ongoing Tariff Uncertainty 

• The past weeks have been chaotic with uncertainty around whether tariffs would be issued, 
suspended, or altered. 

• Constant changes in U.S. trade policies have left businesses struggling to adapt. 

• The automotive sector, agriculture, and manufacturing industries are among the most 
affected. 

2. Need for Centralized Resources and Data 

• Several participants expressed frustration over the lack of a central repository for trade and 
tariff-related resources. 

• Calls for EDCO to create a centralized information hub with verified tools and resources for 
businesses. 

• Examples of community initiatives include: 

o The City of Welland's dedicated tariff response page. 

o Dufferin County's biweekly workshops to educate local businesses. 

o Muskoka’s economic development toolkit. 

3. Supporting Local Economies without Unintended Consequences 

• Discussions on "Buy Local" campaigns emphasized the need to balance support for 
domestic industries while avoiding harm to businesses reliant on U.S. supply chains. 

• A suggested approach: promoting "Buy Canadian" and "Buy Ontario" rather than hyper-local 
campaigns. 

• EDCO was encouraged to develop a shared marketing template for municipalities to 
standardize messaging. 



4. Interprovincial Trade Barriers 

• Calls for reducing interprovincial trade restrictions to create a more resilient economy. 

• Ministry of Economic Development representatives indicated that removing such barriers is 
a priority but requires coordination across provinces. 

• Potential for mutual recognition of regulations to accelerate progress. 

5. Business and Community Support Strategies 

• Several municipalities are launching business outreach programs to educate companies on 
navigating tariffs. 

• Deloitte’s report provides sector-specific insights into tariff vulnerabilities and actionable 
strategies. 

• Mental health concerns were raised for business owners facing uncertainty. 

Key Takeaways 

1. Collaboration is essential – A unified approach will strengthen Ontario’s response to 
tariffs. 

2. Information sharing is crucial – The creation of a central resource hub is a top priority. 

3. Messaging should be strategic – Avoid knee-jerk “Buy Local” campaigns that may 
unintentionally harm local businesses. 

4. Regulatory harmonization is needed – Interprovincial trade barriers must be addressed to 
support long-term economic resilience. 

5. Government engagement is ongoing – The Ontario government is considering relief 
measures, including worker protection funds and cash flow support for businesses. 

Useful Links and Resources 

• Import Info for Canadian Cities: https://www.importinfo.com/cities 
Provides data on import activities across different municipalities. 

• Canadian Industry Data Portal: https://ised-isde.canada.ca/app/ixb/cid-
bdic/importingCityResultDetails.html?code=9014 
A tool for analyzing trade and industry data by city. 

• Trillium GIS: https://trilliumgis.ca/ 
Interactive map helping businesses locate advanced manufacturing resources across 
Ontario. 

• Canada Tariff Finder: 
A tool for determining applicable tariffs for specific products (government resource, URL not 
provided). 
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• Well Made in Canada: https://wellmadeincanada.com/ 
Supports Canadian businesses by promoting Canadian-made products. 

• Muskoka Tariff Response Toolkit: https://www.engagemuskoka.ca/tariff-response 
A regional resource hub to assist businesses in navigating tariffs. 

• Statistics Canada SME Export Data: 
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2941 
Detailed export statistics from small and medium enterprises. 

• Ontario Economic Analysis Software (Analyst): https://www.ontario.ca/page/analyst-
economic-analysis-software 
Provides economic and workforce data for decision-making. 

• Heather Cox Richardson’s Economic Analysis: 
https://bsky.app/profile/hcrichardson.bsky.social 
Historical and economic context on trade policies. 

• Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) Community of Practice: 
https://ofa.on.ca/communityofpractice/ 
Webinars and networking for agriculture and rural economic development. 

• Ontario Ministry of Economic Development: Matthew Olsen matthew.olsen@ontario.ca, 
Kent Williamson kent.williamson2@ontario 

Conclusion 

The EDCO Trade and Tariffs Roundtable Discussion highlighted the pressing need for better 
information sharing, coordinated economic responses, and strategic messaging to support Ontario 
businesses. The discussion underscored that while tariffs present significant challenges, they also 
create opportunities to strengthen domestic economic ties and policy frameworks. 

Next Steps 

• EDCO will explore the creation of a centralized online resource for tariff-related tools and 
updates. 

• The Ontario government will continue evaluating trade policy adjustments and economic 
support measures. 

• Future roundtables will be held to ensure ongoing collaboration and responsiveness to 
changing trade conditions. 

For further information, please contact: 

 
EDCO Representatives:  

Laura DeMille Marketing and Project Coordinator laura.demille@edco.on.ca  

Stephanie Crilly Executive Director stephanie.crilly@edco.on.ca  
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